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Ocean protection

Irecently watched The Last Ocean.Iwas
not prepared for the nightmarish account
of greed and the environmental rape of the
RossSea.

Iwasoutraged and ashamed of our
Government's role in the annihilation of the
toothfish, alarge slow-growing, previously
unknown fish scientists know littleabout.

Why isthetoothfish so prized? Because
thereare (or were) plenty of them, and they
make good money asadelicacy in the
finest restaurants. Thisisnotfishtofeed
themasses;itisapiscine delicacy to delight
theaffluent.

The area around the Ross Sea hasbeen
protected since 1961, but can be fished. And
thanks to our Government, the extent of
over-fishing ishaving dramatic
consequences.

Asthetoothfish disappears, the effect
onthefood chainbecomeseven more
critical — penguins, sea lions, fish species,
whales. The Ross Seais thelastuntouched
ocean on the planet, and theraceto stop
fishing there is on.

Margaret Forsyth, Hamilton.
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